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Being a Parent

It takes a lot to raise a baby! That
is true for people. It is true for other

animals, too.

This woman cares
for her new baby.




This kangaroo is
a new parent.




How do animals raise their young?

Each animal has its own way.

Oh, Baby!
How do people care A penguin feeds ‘,

for their babies? _ its chick.
How do other -
animals care for
their babies?

Is it the same?
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Caring for Baby

Some animals raise their young for a

short while. They may leave just after the

baby is born.




But elephants raise their young for a

long time. They get help, too. They find

babysitters in their herd to help them.




Many animals keep their young safe.
Rhinos (RAHY-nohs) are fierce! They

may fight a lion to save their baby.

A mother orangutan (aw-RANG-o00-tan)
holds her baby for its first few months
of life.
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This rhino keeps
its baby safe.



Some animals play with their young.
Play keeps the babies strong. Mother

pandas roll around with their young.

A mother panda plays
with her cub.
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' . This lion cub grows strong
. '3 4 by playing with its mother.
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Some animals teach their young how
to act. A wolf nips at its pup when it does

what it should not. The wolf grabs the

pup with its teeth to carry it away.




In It Together

Whole colonies of ants
work together to feed and
take care of their young.

" Ants bring food back to their
home to feed younger ants.




Some animals name their babies!

They make a sound for the name.
Dolphins do this.
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A parrot may change its name when it
is grown. It may make the name longer.
It may make the name shorter. That is

like a nickname!



A parrot takes
care of its baby. r
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Let’s Do Science!

How do animals carry their young?

Try this and see!

What to Get

O paper and pencil

O pictures of animal parents and
their babies




o Find at least six pictures

o Look at your chart. What

of animal parents carrying
their babies.

o Make a chart like Qﬁ
this one. List the How it carries .-

Y Animal its babies
animals on the left. Fqngqmo in pouch

List how they carry

their babies on
the right.

do you see? Do some

animals carry their babies
in the same ways as others?

Do any of them carry their

babies in different ways? i/




Glossary

colonies—groups of animals living in the

same places
fierce—angry and wild
herd—a group of one kind of animal

nickname—a name used in place of a

real name
nips—gently bites

raise—take care of young until it is

grown up

young—children
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Your Turn!

The World Around You

Look for animal parents and babies in
the world around you. What do you see?
What are they doing? Draw a picture

of an animal parent you see caring for
its baby.
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